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What is Regenerative Viticulture?
And why do we need it?



No till
Animal grazing

Cover crops
Composting

Minimise chemical use
Agroforestry



11 Million km2 = 1,100 Million Hectares



7.3 Million Hectares of land is planted to vineyards. Less than 1% of arable land.
This is the land within ‘our’ control.



Vineyard land punches above 
its weight, economically and in 
leading the conversation about 
land use

“In France, viticulture covers 
3% of agricultural land, but 
in 2018 the sector generate 
15% of the total agricultural 
revenue” (CNIV, 2019)



Biodynamic

Organic

Sustainable

Conventional

Less than 1% of vineyards

Around 6% of vineyards

Less than 20% of vineyards
(best guess)



Biodynamic

Organic

Sustainable

Conventional

Soil Health

Regenerative farming  techniques



Biodynamic

Organic

Sustainable

Conventional

Soil Health

Potential for soil degradation through 
overuse of ploughing and copper



Figure adapted from Fitzgerald (2021, cited in Villat 2021)



NASA computer modelling of CO2 emissions over 1 year – red/purple = high CO2



Developed based on the 9 soil regenerative practices in viticulture from Villat (2021)







Increased biodiversity

Reduced input costs

Less exposure to fast-rising 
fertiliser costs

Better water 
retention capacity

Carbon cycle and water 
cycle functioning properly

Less compaction Happier team!Healthy mycorrhizal networks



• Woody perennial plants
• Annual plants
• Mycorrhizal fungi
• Soil bacteria
• Viruses
• Tardigrades
• Algae
• Protozoa
• Arthropods
• Nematodes
• Earthworms

• Vineyard owners / workers
• Winemakers
• Academics
• Consultants
• Financiers

• Wine Traders
• Consumers

• Journalists / Influencers
• Public Relations team

• Marketers
• Logistics

The soil network The wine network

The Network effect
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